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M Pat Conke ; : g
Texas Commizgion on-Enviropmestal Cuality
Fieid OperationsRegion 2 (:mﬁj
4630 50 Styrer Suire 600

Lutbock, TX 704143520

Dear Mr. Cooke:

This. lettes % in tesponse io yow vecuest that Texds Packs asd Wikdlifs
Department (TFWD} review and cotiment.on the City of Lubback™s respemse to
Texas Commision oo Eovironmentai Quality's (TCEQ) Notice of Violation
the Lubbock Land Apilication Site (LLAS).

Fist. we e disappobied to pors thet the plan does net reflect the discussions
from the Jupe 2002 mesting with TOBQ, TPWD snd U S, Fish and Wildlife
Service (USFWE). A1 that mesting, TCEQ admitted baving no evidencs St
prairie dogs were cresting the problem ot the LLAS. I so, TPWID) requossts that

mmmmﬂsimmﬂ:ﬁyﬂm&cﬂ 70 that the Chy cim

ahternative  dptromches to costrolling praicke -doge. It in TPWD's
aphion. that if the Notict of YViolatim did rot specifically eall for conizolling
pradrie-dogs, the City would have ore options on bow to deal with s falure 1w
meet e grovndwiter ferecistion requirements.  This situation arises ot & very
sepaftive tirpe, sines the USFWS hag beert petitionsd to. list the peairis dog us a
mmmﬂ'mumhwuﬂﬁ:ﬁﬁuuuuﬂtbﬂﬂh'ﬂfmm
oongerye the species. Your sgency's récommendstion & ehiminate (his coleuy
bas glevatod the centroversy, espaciafly sinee thers is no dmeot evidence thet
prairie dogs sre causthig the xpikes in nitrogen levels in (e grotmdwatsr,

Bedsuse of TCEQ'S recommendntions, the City b oaly sddressing the isae of
proitie dogs, rather than water quality sod trestment, responding only 1o the
potential that if prajié dogs e Jef on xits, TCEQ may onee again find the Clry
m vivistion of their réinedistion program.

W do not helieve that the plan's propased comirol of peairie doga. alote will
renizht in the site abisiemg complinmee with the City’s grouncwater remedistion
progrsin.  While praile dogs mwy b coptriboting to the problem va thelr
grazing and Prarrowiig activities, oattle and wintering ge=se are also comribening
to the problem of destiding vogeintion It eddiHon, cuttle and poose excrersent
it s wuree of mitrogen. - Our wocerstanding i that grazing (s not & effective
means of remaving the mtrogen pequesrersd in the plane dewue and removing it

from the gise. For & land application program to successflly remove sitrogeo
froin the water, the nitrogen st be effectively mupoved from the aystem.

Th wea goge g COTEETTY O AR ene SATrerdd S e 7 Teres aed & proudde Bunling, Mg
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eRoge and st luod, pesirie dogs will be sttragted 1o the sie, The plen shoald
alow fr the sontinuiion of prairie:dog oolonins on the site, with provisiona for
PrEveniing migreion o the corter pivol areas

futurs incursion of peairle dogs rather than miying on continm) poisoming af a
candidste species 1 method of contmliing pakde dog jogress,
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expectasd 10 ebeteotislly reduce all -fimure coctrol optiens.  Prafcle dogs we
upxiier oo Bedern prodection st this Gime; akhough they srex candidule species for
Heting vnder the Endangorod. Speciea Act, Dhring the Fune 26™ mveting with
USFWE, TPWD, snd’ Cy sepmomentmilves, the Clty vs fokd that thate src’
proviskons whiin the Endangersd Species Art for taking (killing) sn endampered
animal o7 destroying ini habitelt if necemsary, Furare cottrol options will not be
mhﬂnthﬁjmhﬂd.

TPWD sod other consoration agenciss In other mumes are trying 1o addrem
prairie dog populstion wnd management conckrrs: to prevent fiture lising of the
priitis dog. Actions such aa thow being riuired by TCEC) end implomented by
the City we moes Hkaly 0 harm, mather than help prairis dog conssrention
affiity, moving us-one step closer 10 having praivia dogs fisted s endengered.
TCEQ and the Chy beve an opportindy 1o widvews groundwater remedintion
concerns and implemem & positive inncvetive sppreach o preite dog
mahagement that omn provide win-win opporfunities for all We mre

disappoimiad 10 see tid e propossd phin Giis to address this conservarion
Oppartindcy.

A B
"Fﬂﬂjﬁz'ﬂiﬁrmﬂy Branch Chiet

FH:IY 1eadh

e Me. Margsret Hofman



